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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . In view of Applicant's remarks, the informalities noted in regard to the 
specification are hereby withdrawn. 

2. Claim 38 is allowed. 

3. Claims 1 -7,28-34 and 42-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jansson (6,379,503). 

In addition to the reasons given in the First Office Action, Paper No.6, the 
following is noted in regard to the newly added limitations: 

Figure 2, pneumatic device 47 by virtue of its tapered end will inherently clamp 
the shaped part to the support piece that the pneumatic pressure acts to clamp the 
support piece and shaped part in both the orthogonal and machine direction. The claims 
do not structurally and patentably differentiate the claimed support piece from the 
support element represented by element 31 Jansson. 

4. Claims 1-24,26-37,39-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schiel (5,486,270),Sennett et al(4,559,105), Evalahti (3,953,284) or 
Reynolds et al (3,576,716). 

In addition to the reasons given in the First Office action, the following is noted: 
Inspection of the figures in each of the prior art references shows that the clamping 
means serves to clamp the support piece and the shaped part which act on the support 
piece in both the machine direction and orthogonal to the machine direction. There is 
insufficient structure in regard to the support piece, shape part and the clamp and the 
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structural relationship between these elements to patentably define over the above 
noted prior art. 

5. Claims 1-37 and 39-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DE 431 931 1 . 

DE 431 931 1 shows a shaped part (1 ) and carrier or support body (2), clamping 
means 3 and 4 are shown in Figures 1 and 2 (also 3a and 3b) respectively. Other 
embodiments are shown in Figures 4-16. In each Figure, clamping means act and are 
in contact between the shaped part and support body. Thus DE 431931 1 obviously 
shows the claimed invention. 

6. The references cited in the IDS submitted by Applicant on 1-21-2003, Paper No. 
8 have been considered. Note that only the references not previously of record have 
been considered. 

7. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are deemed unpersuasive of 
patentability. The presently rejected claims are open to various elements that form the 
support and shaped parts in the prior art as noted above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Chin whose telephone number is (703) 308-2046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on (703) 308-1 164. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7718 
for regular communications and (703) 305-3599 for After Final communications. 



Application/Control Number: 09/997,026 
Art Unit: 1731 



Page 4 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number js-(7©3J 308- 
0651. " 




Peter Chin 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1731 



